

 
E 
  

 

E

! "#$%! &'( )*
 +, - ./0 
12 3( 12! 
I,56 A!', 8 9
:; E0!  =  >
,8!,! /  ?
/0 @*A 9  B
E! A CA (! E!", )&?!
FG(! ! ! EHF(
I A!? AJ K,LF(
!
!
! E (
K( /'  KM! KI?(
N! ?J '!/, OK(!
AP $Q !  !
/0 @*A ./0 
A!R )C   B
E!", J& KM ?JS?!

Lij Michael Imru dies
Addis Journal
News of his death has come on
Monday [27 October 2008). Lij
Michael Imru, who died at the age
of 79, had been in and out of
intensive care for several months
here in Ethiopia, Thailand and the
USA. The former prime minister
might have been absent from the
public and the media for some
time. But his long career had been
anything but obscure. Born into
Lij Michael Imru
prominent parents, Imru moved to
Jerusalem
during
the
Italian
(1929-2008)
occupation. His father, Ras Imru
Haile Selassie, a cousin of the Emperor, was taken
to Italy on exile after he was defeated in the war.
The young Michael stayed in Jerusalem for five
years where he begun school. After his return to
Ethiopia, he joined the Kotebe Qedamawi Haile
Selassie School where he attended his high school
education. He did well in class and earned good
grades.

After finishing high school, Michael went to Oxford and did his first and second degree in Economics,
Political Science and Philosophy. He was active in school activities and was president of the
Ethiopian Students Union in England and a champion of issues related to civil liberties and land
reform.
He spent only two months as Minister of foreign Affairs, before sent to Moscow, and was with
UNCTAD, in Geneva from 1965 until 1968.
Among the major posts he held- administrator of the planning Board, 1957-59; vice-Minister of
agriculture 1958-59, ambassador to Washington 1959-61, minister of Foreign Affairs 1961 and
ambassador to Moscow 1961-65. He was said to have inherited much of the aura of radicalism and
honesty attached to his father, Ras Imru. He was distinguished by both opposition to the monarch
and his liberal views His brash and confrontational manner at times put him at loggerheads with the
monarch. When the Emperor was dethroned, he was one of the few aristocrats not detained. In fact
was made a prime minister. But he was manipulated from the outset. Historian Harold Marcus wrote
Michael really had no opportunity to follow an independent policy, but he provided a cover of
legitimacy for the Derg’s decision. He was a mere eight week’s prime minister and retired from the
Derg almost immediately.
Lij Micahel is survived by three children.

